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Reflections on Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord begins Holy Week for us in this Liturgical Year C. Our 

celebration is a mixed one: the triumphal entry of Christ the King into Jerusalem and the Passion 

Sunday. The Palm Sunday celebration can be likened to the feast of Christ the King, celebrated 

on the last Sunday of the liturgical year (34
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time). Christ entered 

Jerusalem on a donkey (cf. Lk. 19:35-40), a sign of the humility of this messianic King. Unlike 

the earthly kings that ride the horses, armored vehicles and jet planes, Christ is the Prince of 

Peace. He has no need to fear what his detractors may do to him. He is set to die for our sins. As 

Christians, what lessons do we draw from this event?  

 

The Prophet Zechariah predicted this humble entry as the sign by which the Messiah would be 

recognized, (cf. Zech. 9:9). This humble entry is captured in our 2
nd

 Reading. Christ, the 

Messiah, humbled himself and became obedient until death, and God raised him up in glory, (cf. 

Phil. 2:6-11). The welcome Jesus received from the crowds who spread their cloaks on the road 

and carried palm branches were signs that the ordinary people acknowledged him as the 

Messianic King, hence they shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord” (Lk. 19:35-38; Matt. 21:8-9; Mk. 11:8-10). The prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee visited the holy city, Jerusalem, hence the whole city was shaken, (cf. Matt. 21:11). Luke 

noted that even the stones would proclaim Jesus as Lord and King (cf. Lk. 19:39-40). Yes, Jesus 

Christ is the King of kings and Lord of lords. This kingship of the Lord was defended by the 

Lord himself when interrogated by Pilate during his passion that followed (cf. Lk. 23:3; Jn. 

18:33-37; Mk. 15:2; Matt. 27:11).  

 

All these readings and the psalm (cf. Is. 50:4-7, Phil. 2:6-11; Lk. 22:14-23:56 and Psalm 22) tell 

of the Suffering Messiah. He died to set his people free from spiritual bondage, sin. The Holy 

Week ceremonies (the Sacred Paschal Triduum) mark the beginning of Christianity in its 

fullness. Every Christian should find reason to participate in the Holy Week ceremonies, at least 

for these three reasons, namely, to acquaint ourselves with our faith origins, to make it present by 

re-enacting our redemption on Calvary, and to renew our baptism at Easter. We see all the 

prophecies in OT fulfilled in Christ Jesus. The search for the Messiah is ended. The messianic 

kingdom is a spiritual kingdom of love, sacrifice, liberation, redemption, salvation and peace that 

brought us new life in Christ. Our believing in Christ is our acceptance of his kingdom.  

 

Holy Week is for the liturgical ritualization of Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death, the one and eternal 

expiation for our sins and resurrection for us all, and so “he became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him.” (Heb. 5:9; 9:26b-28; 10:12-17). Those with difficulty in 

believing should now be rest assured that Christianity is the true religion for everlasting 

redemption and salvation. Judaism introduces the case for the Suffering Messiah, the Servant of 

God (cf. Is. 42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:4-9 & 52:13-53:12). At Good Friday intercessions we pray for the 

Jewish people that they may recognize the fulfillment of their religious prophecies in 

Christianity, and “arrive at the fullness of redemption”. In the Cross is our salvation, “a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness for Gentiles.” (1 Cor. 1:23 {18-25}).  


